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The Global Block System
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Open

The Global Block system offers measurability and familiarity 
RQ� D� JOREDO� VFDOH�� 7KH� V\VWHP� XWLOL]HV� WKH� /DWLQ� DOSKDEHW� ʊ� ���
letters and the numeral system from 0-9. These blocks correspond 
WR� ���� HTXDO� DUHDV�� HDFK� XQLTXHO\� WLWOHG�� 1DWXUDO� GLVDVWHUV� OLNH�
����¶V� +XUULFDQH� 6DQG\� FDQ� EH� XQGHUVWRRG� DV� PRYLQJ� WKURXJK�
PXOWLSOH�FRXQWULHV�DQG�DV�KDYLQJ�DIIHFWHG�DW�OHDVW����JOREDO�EORFNV��

,QFUHDVLQJO\�SHRSOH�VHH�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�JOREDO�FLWL]HQV��7KLV�V\VWHP�ZLOO�
DOORZ�WKHP�WR�FRPSDUH�WKHLU�ORFDO�HQYLURQPHQWV�WR�FLWLHV�DFURVV�WKH
ZRUOG��WR�DUHDV�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�RFHDQV�DQG�WR�SODFHV�OLNH�WKH�6DKDUD
Desert.

 

7KH�*OREDO�%ORFN�6\VWHP�RIIHUV�D�QHZ�JOREDO�FRPPXQLW\�RI�FROOHFWLYH�
HIIRUW��7KH�V\VWHP�EURDGFDVWV�DQG�LQGH[HV�ORFDO��FRPPXQDO�QHHGV�LQ�
the face of global dilemmas. The needs are grouped according to 
FDWHJRU\��/RFDO� FRPPXQLWLHV�FRXOG�PXWXDOO\�EHQH¿W� IURP�VKDULQJ�
UHFHQWO\� JDLQHG� NQRZOHGJH� DQG� H[SDQG� WKHLU� H[SHUWLVH� WKURXJK�
GLDORJXHV� ZLWK� GLVWDQW� FRPPXQLWLHV� LQ� SDUDOOHO� GLOHPPDV�� 7KH�
implementation of an easily understood global coordinate system like 
7KH�*OREDO�%ORFN�6\VWHP�ZRXOG�EH�DQ�LQYDOXDEOH�WRRO�LQ�SUHSDULQJ�
WKH�ZRUOG�IRU�QDWXUDO�GLVDVWHUV��FUHDWLQJ�EURDGHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJV�RI�
JOREDO�SUHGLFDPHQWV��DV�ZHOO�DV�IRUZDUGLQJ�WKH�ERUGHUOHVV�QDWXUH�RI�
our global community.

$ERYH��,PDJHV�IRU�WKH�SKRWRPRQWDJHV�FRXUWHV\�RI�1$6$�DQG�
12$$��7KH�SKRWRPRQWDJHV�GHSLFW�+XUULFDQH�6DQG\��2FWREHU�
������DW�YDULRXV�VFDOHV��DQG�GLDJUDP�DLU�SROOXWLRQ��WKH�GHSOHWHG�
R]RQH�OD\HU�DQG�OLJKW�SROOXWLRQ��ERWWRP�URZ��IURP�OHIW��

HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY MAPPINGS OF THE PLANET 

THE GLOBAL BLOCK SYSTEM WITH HURRICANE SANDY (OCTOBER 2012) AS A PROTOTYPE CONDITION 

5HVHDUFK� IRU� WKH�SURMHFW�EHJDQ�ZLWK�H[SORUDWLRQV�RI� WKH�KLVWRULFDO�
GHYHORSPHQW�RI��PDSSLQJ�WKH�ZRUOG��7KH�DJH�RI�H[SORUDWLRQ�SURGXFHG�
maps that allude to measurability and global connectedness through 
QHWZRUNHG�ZDWHUZD\V�DQG�GLVFRYHU\��2YHU� WKH�FHQWXULHV� WKHUH�KDV
EHHQ�DQ�DEXQGDQFH�RI�PDSV�WKDW�VXUYH\�WKH�JOREH¶V�VKDSH�DQG�KXPDQ
VHWWOHPHQWV��0DQ\�RI�WKHVH�PDSV�DOVR�FDWDORJ�VRYHUHLJQ�SRZHU��FKDUW�
ZHDWKHU�DQG�GRFXPHQW� WRSRJUDSK\��$GGLWLRQDOO\�� WKH� ODWWHU�SDUW�RI�
WKH�WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\�VDZ�D�ULVH�LQ�FRQFHSWXDO�DSSURDFKHV�WR�JOREDO�
space. 

$GYDQFHPHQWV� LQ� VDWHOOLWH� DQG� LQWHUDFWLYH� WHFKQRORJLHV� RIIHU� QHZ�
SRVVLELOLWLHV� LQ�PDSSLQJ� WKH� JOREDO� FRPPXQLW\� LQ� SODLQ� GDWD�� EXW�
VXFK�DGYDQFHV�VWLOO�GR�QRW�DOORZ�XV�WR�HDVLO\�JUDVS�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�HDUWK�
HYHQWV��:H�QHHG�D�QHZ�JOREDO�FRRUGLQDWH�V\VWHP�WKDW�DOORZV�SHRSOH�
WR�QDYLJDWH�DQG�HDVLO\�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�SDUWLFXODU�HDUWK�
HYHQWV�� 7KH� *OREDO� %ORFN� V\VWHP�� D� QHZ� LQIRUPDWLRQ� VWUXFWXUH��
ZRXOG�¿OO�WKLV�QHHG��

)URP�XSSHU�OHIW��LPDJHV�FRXUWHV\�RI��LGHQWL¿HG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV���

)UHQFK�([SORUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�(DVWHUQ�8QLWHG�6WDWHV����������
Library of Congress
��������'XQQ��6DPXHO��$�*HQHUDO�0DS�RI�WKH�:RUOG���������
0DS�'LYLVLRQ��7KH�1HZ�<RUN�3XEOLF�/LEUDU\�
%XFNPLQVWHU�)XOOHU¶V�'\PD[LRQ�0DS�LQWHUSUHWHG���:LNLSHGLD
3DUDQi�5LYHU�)ORRG�3ODLQ�VDWHOOLWH�LPDJH����1$6$�9LVLEOH�(DUWK�
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